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CITY COUNCIL

August 1, 2014
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS

Environmental Health staff offer free help to meet food safety
changes

The Council is urging local food premises to act now to get Food Control Plans in
place before the Food Act 2014 is fully implemented on March 1, 2016.

The new legislation replaces the Food Hygiene Regulations and the Food Act
1981. While other provisions of the Food Act 2014 will be implemented
immediately, the Council recommends that businesses start transitioning from
working under the Food Hygiene Regulations and Food Act 1981 by getting their
businesses to operate either under the Food Control Plan (high risk activities) or
under one of the three levels of the National Programmes (lower risk activities) to
get used to their application before it becomes mandatory.

Council Environmental Health Team Leader Muriel Rusike said the changes were
welcome as they would close gaps and cover various aspects of food hygiene
that were not covered in the Food Act 1981. The new risk-based approach to
food safety would be applied nationwide.

“‘People will see a great improvement in areas that weren’'t covered, making it
safer, and defining how businesses can do better in the area of food hygiene,”
she said.

The new Act throws the responsibility of food safety back on businesses.
“Previously, most businesses would just let the inspectors check their premises
annually but now they have to take ownership of how the business is run,” Ms
Rusike said.

“The law gives food businesses the tools to manage food safety themselves,
based on the level of risk associated with the types of food activities undertaken
and in a way that suits their businesses. It also allows businesses to be more
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adaptable to changes in technology, oversees access requirements, and
consumer demands.”

The Council is offering food businesses free mentoring sessions and workshops
to help them to introduce a Food Control Plan or National Programme. Operating
with a Food Control Plan or National Programme will help the businesses to meet
their food safety and suitability requirements.

*To find out more or for assistance with mentoring, contact the Environmental
Health Team on (03) 211 1777 during business hours or email
service@icc.govt.nz

ENDS

Inquiries, please contact Muriel Rusike on (03) 211 1618 or 021 776 584 or email
muriel.rusike@icc.govt.nz
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Surveillance expanded to stop empty sections becoming rubbish
dumps

The message is clear: Use the Bluff Waste Transfer Station or pay the penalties.

Invercargill City Council is increasing surveillance in a bid to lower the rate of fly
tipping — the dumping of rubbish on empty sections or unoccupied properties in
the area.

Environmental Health Team Leader Muriel Rusike said dumped items ranged
from abandoned machinery and commercial fishing equipment to household items
such as mattresses, televisions and water tanks.

The Council has been aware of fly tipping in the past, but it became an obvious
issue again after the Environmental Health Team’s last inspection of the
overgrown sections in the Bluff area. Each year Council Staff monitor empty
sections in Bluff and Invercargill under the Environmental Health 2008/1 Bylaw,
incorporating Section 5 (Untidy Sections and Abandoned Vehicles).

After the last round of inspections in Bluff, about 40 of 69 empty sections were
non-compliant. The cost to clear the sections is passed on to landowners, many of
whom do not live in the area. Ms Rusike said some locals were being
opportunistic and were aware that the owners were absent.

“Council will be increasing surveillance to identify those who are dumping their
waste on empty sections — those people will be prosecuted under the Litter Act
1979.” The Act allows for action to be taken when there is evidence as to the
identity of the offender.

“Surveillance would be increased in several ways, Ms Rusike said. “Surveillance
cameras will be placed in problem areas to help us catch the culprits. We will be
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relying somewhat on word-of-mouth, good Neighbourhood Watch, and will also be
working with local community groups to sort out the problem,” she said. “People
are welcome to approach the Service Centre or phone the Civic Administration
Building and lodge any concerns or queries that they may have about fly tipping.”

Offenders will be charged a hefty fee if they are found to be in breach of the
legislation. These charges will include the cost of disposing the rubbish to the
transfer station and standard compliance and administration fees. Ms Rusike said
people could avoid the fines by simply taking their unwanted rubbish to the Bluff
Transfer Station or unwanted equipment to the scrap metal dealers.

NOTE: The Bluff Transfer Station operating hours are 2pm to 4pm on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays, 11am to 2pm on Saturdays and 10am to 12.30pm on
Sundays.

ENDS

Inquiries, please contact Muriel Rusike on (03) 211 1618 or 021 776 584 or email
muriel.rusike@icc.govt.nz
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Trial ‘world first’ pedestrian system launched in Invercargill

The trial of a ‘world first’ crossing system for Invercargill that promises to help
slower pedestrians while increasing safety and improving traffic flow begins at
1pm today.

The launch will take place at the Queens Drive-St Andrew Street intersection
and involve Chairman of Community Services Cr Lindsay Abbott, Chairman of
Infrastructure and Services Cr Lindsay Thomas and stakeholder
representatives.

The new system provides a longer crossing time for users when the crossing
button is pressed. The Queens Drive/St Andrew Street crossing is the first in
Invercargill to have the system installed, with two more planned to be
implemented at Gala Street/Queens Drive and Leven Street pedestrian
crossing between Farmers and Warehouse at later dates.

Council Senior Traffic Engineer Eddie Cook said signs would inform people
how to use the system. “There will be an audio message when the button is
pushed to advise people to hold the button down for a longer crossing time
and braille stickers are being produced which will be placed on the crossing
button,” he said. “These features cater for elderly pedestrians and for people
with sensory, intellectual, neurological or physical disabilities.”

The system was designed by Mr Cook and Fivepower Systems Ltd Director
Brian Ward, who devised the system when Mr Cook was completing his
Masters in Transportation.

The results of a survey conducted by Mr Cook in June into pedestrians’ habits
at crossings highlighted a need for the system to be implemented on
intersections that were wider than usual. The survey also highlighted the need
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to include an audible message system. “This was a strong recommendation
made by 75 percent of respondents in the survey.”

The initial design provided a reduced time for the standard pedestrian, with an
increased time if the button was held down. The new design keeps the current
time and provides extra time if the button is depressed. “The introduction of
reduced crossing times for pedestrians at traffic signals, to reduce vehicle
delays, will occur when the timing is right to do so,” Mr Cook said.

Representatives of the following stakeholder groups have been invited to the
launch of the trial system: Blind Foundation, Association of Blind Citizens of
New Zealand, CCS Disability Action, Idea Services, Plunket, Office for Senior
Citizens, Grey Power, New Zealand Automobile Association, Road Safety
Southland, Epilepsy New Zealand (Southland Branch), Parent to Parent, New
Zealand Police, Southern District Health Board, Te Puni Kokiri, Te Riinanga o
Waihopai, Hearing Association Inc. (Southland Branch), Deaf Aotearoa New
Zealand, New Zealand Transport Agency, and the Invercargill City Council.

A karakia and blessing will be conducted by local Kaumatua Michael Skerrett,
followed by the first use of the system.

ENDS.

Inquiries, please contact Eddie Cook on 211 1694
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Calling all youth

The Invercargill Youth Council is on the lookout for young people to join the
Invercargill Youth Council in 2015.

Community Development Manager Mary Napper said the Youth Council had
existed since 1998 and acted as an advocate for young people aged between
12 and 14.

“It ensures that young people’s voices are heard by Council,” Ms Napper
said.

Youth Council Member Lee Richardson, who had been on the Youth Council
for two years, said he had gained a lot of personal development from it.

“You get to put your opinion in and learn and develop a lot,” Lee said.
The Youth Council meets fortnightly on a Wednesday late afternoon.

They work as a team to make good ideas a reality. The Youth Council’s goals
are to:
e Engage young people in Invercargill City to have a voice in decision
making.
e Ensure young people know the Youth Council exists for them to have a
voice.
e Facilitate events and projects to involve young people and make our
city a better and more vibrant place to live.

For more information go to Council’s website, www.icc.govt.nz or phone Ms
Napper on (03) 211 1669.
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Water flowing through new pipeline to Bluff

Bluff’s replacement $6.5 million water pipeline, carrying water from Invercargill to the
Bluff township, is now up and running — with water flowing through the pipeline to
Bluff since Monday.

Council's Water Manager Alister Murray said the new pipeline was needed to
replace the original 1950s asbestos cement pipeline that had experienced
increasing failures in recent years.

Delta Contracting won the tender for the $6.5 million project and began work on the
pipeline in February 2013.

Water has been flowing through the 30 kilometre pipeline to Bluff since Monday
afternoon, which Mr Murray said gave him “a sense of relief”, especially given that
the old pipeline experienced two failures in one day during July, prompting calls for
residents and businesses to conserve water for two days.

Unlike the old asbestos cement pipeline, which was laid in five metre lengths and
joined with rubber connections, the new pipeline is one continuous “snake” of
polyethylene. The lengths of polyethylene have been welded together to make one
continuous pipe, which is expected to perform better in the event of an earthquake,
as it is better able to accommodate movement, whereas the asbestos cement
pipeline would pull apart at the rubber joints. Use of this new style pipeline had
increased in New Zealand since the Canterbury earthquakes, he said.

Mr Murray said that while water was now flowing to Bluff, there was still work to be
done before the project was completed. Contractors were now working through
swopping the 50 connections (to dairy farms and factories) from the old pipeline to
the new one, he said.

ENDS.

Inquiries, please contact Water Manager Alister Murray, (0274) 357 491.
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