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Friday, 6 June 2014


EMBARGOED UNTIL 5.30PM, MONDAY 9 JUNE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Shop open: have your say on Esk Street upgrade


Invercargill residents are being asked to this week (Tuesday 10 to Friday 13 June) 
visit a shop in Cambridge Place Arcade to view the design concepts for the upgrade 
of Esk Street and give their feedback to Council.


The Council is opening the shop, at number 9 Cambridge Place Arcade, with a 
special presentation to Esk Street retailers and the media on the evening of Monday 
9 June.  It will then be open to the public from 9am to 5pm on Tuesday 10 to Friday 
13 June, with a late night to 7pm on Wednesday 11 June.


The shop will be staffed by Inner City Working Group representatives, Council staff
and SIT students.  Consultant landscape architect, Craig Pocock will be there for the 
Wednesday late night, to give people an opportunity to speak to him directly. 


The design concepts include an Esk Street Pocket Park, better street lighting, 
covered areas to provide shelter, street furniture (tables and chairs), places to meet 
or relax and more greenery.


Inner City Working Group Chairman, Cr Graham Sycamore said this was the chance 
for people to look at the design concepts and tell Council what they think.  Members 
of the public could continue to give feedback to the Council for a week after the shop 
had closed, until Friday 20 June.  After that time Mr Pocock would take the public 
feedback and factor it in when working on the final design concepts, for presentation 
to Councillors, the Inner City Working Group and members of the public in early July.
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BACKGROUND


The upgrade of Esk Street, including the Esk Street Pocket Park is the first stage of 
the Inner City Revitalisation Project.


In May two consultation meetings were held with Esk Street retailers and property 
owners, prior to design concepts being drawn up.


The businesspeople listened to presentations by Landscape Architect Craig Pocock, 
about the proposed development of the Esk Street Pocket Park and environmental 
design improvements for the area; and by Council’s Roading Manager Russell 
Pearson, who outlined vital engineering work that needs to be carried out on 
watermains, stormwater mains and electricity services in Esk Street.


In order to complete the work by late November, because December is the busiest 
month of the year for retailers, Council engineers were suggesting that beginning
infrastructural work on underground services in late August would give enough time 
to repair the pipes and undertake landscape improvements by November.


Cr Sycamore said at the meetings, the retailers were asked whether this timeframe 
was acceptable – and the prevailing view was that retailers would prefer for Council 
to aim to finish the work in early November.  That way, if there were any unforeseen 
problems or delays, there was an extra two weeks before the beginning of 
December.


September was identified as a good month for carrying out the work – and if possible, 
the project could even be brought forward into August.


Businesspeople were also asked which time of day they would prefer work to be 
carried out – given that contractors would need at least an eight hour window to 
work.  A balance had to be achieved between minimising disruption to shoppers 
during the day and noise concerns for hotel guests at night.


“The retailers indicated that they would be happier with work taking place between 
2pm-11pm.  But they understood that the upgrades of the underground services 
would be the most disruptive and were happier to put up with longer periods during 
the day and disruption earlier in the process, to assist in getting the work done on 
time before December.


“Shops and businesses would be provided with continuous water supply while the 
watermain upgrade was being carried out.  This would involve a temporary supply 
being laid above ground – and Engineers will be working on ways to make this as 
unobtrusive as possible,” he said.


Cr Sycamore said the retailers and property owners had been encouraging about the 
upgrade and were understanding about it involving some disruption to the 
streetscape.


“They were very practical about recognising it is short term pain for long term gain.”


Cr Sycamore said retailers were also asked their views on how parking in Esk Street 
should be managed in future – and there would be further, more detailed consultation 
with them over parking management in coming weeks.
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“New technology is now available that gives more flexibility and accuracy in 
managing parking than traditional parking meters.  We want to hear what the retailers 
want and what best serves their needs.


“Data is now available from 12 sensors in Esk Street about parking habits and this 
kind of data has not been previously available.


“We were given a clear message that retailers wanted Council to provide this data to 
them so they can analyse what it means and provide feedback and constructive 
ideas on parking – and we will do this.  It’s really encouraging that the retailers are 
happy to work with us on a parking strategy going forward,” he said.


Cr Sycamore said that the design concepts being consulted upon in the shop 
incorporated feedback from the meetings with retailers.


“Now we want the people of Invercargill to give us their feedback on how they want 
Esk Street to look in future. The concepts are there, the staff will be there – all we 
need is people to come along and tell us what they think,” he said.


ENDS.


Inquiries, Cr Graham Sycamore, 0274395 045
Roading Manager, Russell Pearson, 0274357 493
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Monday, June 16 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Matariki Moments at the Invercargill Public Library
The Invercargill Public Library is hosting a variety of free events to celebrate Matariki 
(Maori New Year) from 26 June to 26 July. These will be co-facilitated by community 
groups and individuals. 


Community Connections Co-ordinator Diana Hosted said that the positive reaction 
from individuals and community groups involved had been fundamental in 
formulating the Library calendar of Matariki events. 


“They have the real knowledge, talent and skills, and without them quite a few of our 
events just wouldn’t be happening”.  The range of events ensured that, “there’ll be a 
mix of entertainment, creativity, and learning”, she said.


The cultural calendar of family-friendly events will get underway when Winnie 
Solomon Raranga (Maori flax weaving) tutor at Te Wananga o Aotearoa, comes 
along on 26 June to share her knowledge and skills at the Library’s regular 
Crafternoon Tea session. Everyone will have the chance to create. All materials and 
refreshments provided.


Other community involvement comes from Dean Whaanga, Ngai Tahu; Phil Burt, 
Invercargill Astronomy Society; Arni Wainui, Principal at Te Wharekua O Arowhenua; 
Kapa Haka and Waiata groups;  


5 July, 1.30pm, children will also be getting into the creative mix, making poi and 
other fun items related to the Maori culture. 


10 July, 7pm – 8.30pm Dean Whaanga, Ngai Tahu and Phil Burt, Invercargill 
Astronomy Society, will give fascinating presentations on the Matariki constellation 
and its cultural significance.  Supper provided.


19 July, 2pm Bilingual story time.  Librarian, Cris Crighton and Arni Wainui, Principal 
at Te Wharekura O Arowhenua will keep children entertained with stories in both 
English and Te Reo Maori.
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24th July, 12.30pm Kapa Haka group from Middle School will be performing in the 
foyer and there’ll be more Waiata and Kapa Haka filling the foyer throughout the 
month.


A Find the Taonga competition will also run in the library during the month. 


ENDS.


Inquiries, please contact Diana Hosted: 2111 444 ext 7773 or 022 698 6657.
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Thursday, June 19 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Archives announcement “fantastic news”
Invercargill Mayor Tim Shadbolt has welcomed as “fantastic news” the 
announcement that Invercargill City Libraries and Archives is now authorised as an 
approved repository for public records.


The announcement of the approval was made today by the Minister of Internal 
Affairs, Hon Peter Dunne.


Mayor Shadbolt said the Invercargill City Council had opened the state-of-the-art, 
purpose built facility in 2008 at a cost of $2.4 million and, while it was a lot of money 
to spend it was an investment in protecting the City’s heritage.


“Southlanders value their heritage; and the archive facility provides a permanent, 
secure home for important parts of our heritage that might otherwise be lost.


“The Minister’s announcement of the facility as an approved repository is a big tick 
for the foresight and al l  of the hard work that has gone into making a safe 
environment for our City’s important documents.


“Congratulations especially to our Libraries and Archives staff on a job well done,” Mr 
Shadbolt said.


ENDS.


Inquiries, please contact His Worship the Mayor Tim Shadbolt, 2111-586.
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Tuesday, June 24, 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Quotable Value begins three yearly revaluations of city 
properties


The three yearly valuation reviews of Invercargill properties have started.


Council has contracted Quotable Value Ltd (QV) to undertake the job 
which must be legally undertaken every three years. Valuers are 
expected to finish in early October – the previous valuation was 
completed in 2011. the valuation work  covers approximately 25,700 
properties including 20,800 residential properties within the Invercargill 
City Boundary.


The effective date of the revaluation is July 1st, 2014, and the new 
property value information will be used by the Council to set rates from 
the 2015/2016 financial year. Notices will be sent to property owners 
with their new property values from October 15, 2014. Ratepayers have 
a right to object to these valuations with objections needing to be 
received by November 19, 2014.  QV will also handle objections from 
ratepayers in respect of their valuations.


The rating value is established by considering relevant property sales 
from each area around the time of valuations. A market trend is 
established and then applied to properties. Further information from QV 
plans on each property and other sources including Council records are 
used. Valuers then inspect a sample of properties (which may include 
recently sold properties) and those where building consents show work 
has been completed recently. Valuers will be carrying identification at all 
times during inspections.


Prior to release, the assessed values are audited by the Office of the Valuer 
General and will be released to the public following their approval. For those 
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whose properties have gone up in value, it may not mean a rates increase 
directly as it is only one of several methods used to apportion rates.


ENDS.


Inquiries, please contact Christine North on (03) 211 1775
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Friday, June 27, 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Public reminded to register their dogs


Invercargill dog owners are being encouraged to check their letter boxes for 
dog registration forms that are being posted out next week.


From July 1, 2014, 6,500 dog owners will be posted their registration forms for 
the 8,000 registered dogs in Invercargill. 


The final date to pay registrations is Friday, August 8, 2014. 


The fees can be paid at the Civic Administration Building, 101 Esk Street. 
Owners will then be supplied with the green registration tag for the 2014/2015
year.


If owners fail to register by August 8 they risk losing their responsible owner 
status (resulting in a higher registration fee) and incur a 25 per cent penalty 
fee. 


Council Environmental Health Manager John Youngson said there are about
600 unregistered dogs in Invercargill.


“To make it fair for those that pay their registration, Council will be taking a 
firmer approach with owners of unregistered dogs.”


A new fee structure outlined in the Council’s 2014/2015 Annual Plan saw a 
minor fee increase for several areas of Animal Services including registration; 
these are outlined in the bill sent to dog owners.


ENDS.


Inquiries, please contact John Youngson on (03) 211 1665
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Tuesday, June 3, 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Invercargill “world first” needs feedback from potential users


Users of a proposed world first pedestrian crossing system which will be
implemented in Invercargill, are being asked for their feedback in an online 
survey by the Invercargill City Council.


The changes to traffic light pedestrian crossings would reduce current 
crossing times for general pedestrians while providing more time for those 
who need it, such as elderly and disabled people. It not only benefits motorists 
and reduces pollution but also benefits slower moving pedestrians, said 
Council Senior Traffic Management Officer Eddie Cook. 


“On a normal push of the pedestrian crossing button, it will mean a reduced 
walking time for pedestrians and won’t make a sound when it is time to cross -
reducing noise pollution. A prolonged push (approximately three seconds) will 
vibrate to make the user aware, and will provide a longer walk, then make an
audible sound to let them know when to cross. The crossings will still include 
a locator beacon noise for the blind,” he said.


Mr Cook said the idea came to him in 2012 while undertaking research for his 
Masters in Transportation. He found that although some councils globally 
(including Timaru) had implemented a form of audio alerts for different users
he was unable to find other cities providing crossings with additional benefits 
such as differing crossing speeds. 


The survey involving 20 questions, is an important part of the trial and will be 
used to validate the assumptions made in the rationalisation process said Mr 
Cook. “We are inviting all pedestrians to undertake the survey. It’s a 
behavioural survey and it will allow us to understand better how pedestrians 
behave at traffic signals.”
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The survey can be accessed via this link: 
(https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SJC7M7T), or participants can contact Mr 
Cook on his ph number 021 221 8764 or (03) 211 1694 or email, 
eddie.cook@icc.govt.nz for a document or phone survey.


ENDS.


Inquiries, please contact Eddie Cook on 211 221 8764 or (03) 211 1694, or 
email eddie.cook@icc.govt.nz.



https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SJC7M7T

mailto:eddie.cook@icc.govt.nz
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