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Invercargill

CITY COUNCIL

Monday, October 6, 2014
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS

Library holds workshops to celebrate Greats and Grands
Month

The Invercargill Library is providing a series of free workshops for elderly
people, including social media training, as part of the celebration of Greats
and Grands Month 2014.

The workshops to be held across the month include: A Book Restoration
Workshop, a Facebook Session, a Skype Session, and a Story Reading and
Craft Activity.

Library Community Connections Co-ordinator Diana Hosted said it is
sometimes a challenge for older people to find user-friendly instructions on
social media and other computer related communication tools like Skype.
“These workshops, limited to small groups, will tick all the boxes. It will be a
godsend for older people who know absolutely nothing about either, or those
who know a teeny bit and would like to know more.”

The Book Restore Workshop will be a great opportunity to learn from the
Libraries Preservation Assistant Steven Doig, who'll be on hand to
demonstrate and give restoration and preservation tips, Mrs Hosted said.

“Afternoon tea will be provided and there’ll be lots of opportunity to chat to
others and take a look at each other’s treasures, as well as items from the
Library’s archives.”

The events also provide an opportunity to bring young and old together at the
Story Reading and Craft Activity. “We’ve invited some Greats and Grands to
read much-loved stories to groups of children from 1.30pm to 2pm. Then we’ll
be into the retro craft with everyone creating colourful pom-poms. All
materials will be provided,” Mrs Hosted said.

Manager Communications and Secretarial Services, Eirwen Harris, 211 1678, (027) 293 8680
Fax: 211 1434 Email:eirwen.harris@icc.govt.nz
Or
Communications Advisor, Andrei Robertson, 211 1601, (027) 231 3939
Fax: 211 1433 Email:andrei.robertson@icc.govt.nz





Spaces are limited for the Facebook Session, Skype Session, and Book
Restore Workshop, and Mrs Hosted is advising people to register early by
phoning (03) 211 1444 or email help@ilibrary.co.nz.

ENDS.
Inquiries, please contact Diana Hosted on (03) 211 1444 or 022 698 6657

e Book Restore Workshop: 1.30pm — 3.30pm, October 16

e Greats, Grands and Kids — Story Reading and Craft: 1.30pm — 3pm,
October 19

e Facebook Session: 1pm — 2pm, October 28
e Skype Session: 1pm — 2pm, October 29
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Invercaragill

CITY COUNCIL

Wednesday, October 8, 2014
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS

City valuations see land and capital values increase

The recent three yearly valuation reviews completed by Quotable Value
Limited (QV) found there has been a 1.1% increase in capital value and a
1.9% increase in land value of Invercargill properties from July 1, 2011, to the
date of the latest revaluation, July 1, 2014.

The valuation showed that Invercargill City’s worth was a total of $7.56 billion,
and the average worth of a house in Invercargill increased from the 2011
average of $207,000 to $209,900.

The valuation covers approximately 25,700 properties including 20,800
residential properties within the Invercargill City Boundary.

The effective date of the revaluation is July 1, 2014, and the new property
value information will be used by Council to set rates from the 2015/2016
financial year. Notices will be sent to property owners with the new property
values from October 15, 2014, following public notification on October 8.

Residential capital value change by sales group from 2011 rating
valuation levels.

Total CV Total LV 2014 Average | 2014 Average

Change Change CV (%) LV ($)
Waikiwi, Grasmere +1.3% +7.9% 237,600 86,000
Rosedale, Waverley +2.3% +3.3% 301,400 136,200
Gladstone, Avenal +3.4% +0.1% 314,000 140,000
Windsor, Richmond | +3.2% -0.4% 286,000 128,200
Glengarry, -1.8% -0.4% 188,200 62,600
Hawthorndale
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Central City +2.2% -10.2% 141,800 40,000
Appleby, -5.3% -27.8% 146,700 21,800
Georgetown

South Invercargill -4.2% -12.0% 147,000 20,000

Bluff -7.4% -18.4% 120,800 30,200
Otatara -5.6% +2.4% 337,000 109,600
Richmond +0.2% +0.7% 220,500 99,400
Appleby Kew -0.2% -5.1% 129,000 28,600
Residential value levels remained static since the previous general

revaluation which reflected levels seen in other provincial areas said QV
National Revaluation Manager, Gail Smits. “Nationally there has been a
steady rise in house values over the last 19 months, driven largely by
housing demand in Auckland and Christchurch. The rise has not been
reflected in the Invercargill housing market.”

Invercargill Residential Property Values
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Summary of the overall value changes for property category groups.

Number of Capital Value Land Value Change
Properties Change

Business 1,730 -1.4% +1.01

Farming 431 +17.7% +19.7%

Lifestyle 2,031 -1.0% +0.9%

Residential 20,812 -0.5% -0.6%

Other 745 +10.6% +1.4%

Total 25,749 +1.1% +1.9%

There are several significant value changes said Mrs Smits. “Increases in the
rural sector of dairy and pastoral properties rose on average about 20% over
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the three year period since the previous valuation. There were also some big
value reductions within the Invercargill central business district for older type
commercial properties that could be earthquake prone to damage.”

Deferred maintenance issues had contributed to the lowered value of poorer
housing, especially in South Invercargill and Bluff locations. “There is
however strong demand for newly built houses in desirable locations within
northern suburbs,” Mrs Smits said.

Despite lifestyle properties dominating the rural make-up of the city, there
had been little movement in their values.

The rating values will be available to the public online at www.icc.govt.nz and
www.gVv.co.nz no later than October 10, 2014.

Ratepayers have a right to object to these valuations with objections needing
to be received by November 19, 2014. QV will handle objections from
ratepayers in respect of their valuations. People can lodge objections online
at www.ratingvalues.co.nz or send an objection form (available on the above
sites and at Council) to QV.

ENDS.

Enquiries, please phone Environmental and Planning Services Director,
Pamela Gare on (03) 211 1666
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Invercaragill

CITY COUNCIL

Thursday, October 9, 2014
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS

Council urges property owners to update their BWOF

Council is reminding commercial property owners to ensure their Building
Warrant of Fithess (BWOF) is up to date for buildings with specified systems
(e.g. fire alarms, emergency lighting, backflow prevention devices etc.)
installed.

A Building Warrant of Fitness (Form 12) is a statement from the building
owner confirming that the systems in the building have been checked and the
inspection and maintenance required (stated in the Compliance Schedule) for
the building has complied for the previous 12 months.

The building owner is responsible for ensuring the requirements of the
Compliance Schedule are met. The owner is required to use Independently
Qualified Person (IQP) to check the systems. The owner pays for an
Independently Qualified Person to inspect and maintain the buildings
specified systems.

Each year on the anniversary date of the Compliance Schedule, building
owners will need to supply the Invercargill City Council with a BWOF. Once
all the correct information is received and processed, an invoice for the
administration charges related to the documentation will be sent by the
Council to the owner.

In addition, the owner must supply Council with a signed copy of Form
12A(s). Form 12A(s) are signed by the Independently Qualified Person for
each specified system listed on the Compliance Schedule. The building
owner must publicly display the Building Warrant of Fitness on the premises.

For more information on the BWOF process please visit www.icc.govt.nz and
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look under the ‘Building’ page.

ENDS.

Enquiries, please phone Building Regulation Services Manager, Simon
Tonkin on (03) 211 1662
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Invercaragill

CITY COUNCIL

Friday, October 10, 2014
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS

Section of Tweed Street closed for five weeks

The Invercargill City Council is closing a section of Tweed Street for the next
five weeks while road works are underway. The road works will allow the
final stage of the Tweed Street rehabilitation to be completed.

Project Manager Kelly Oudt said that from Monday (13 October), Council
would close the two northern lanes of Tweed Street between the Clyde Street
roundabout and Nith Street.

“We will be diverting traffic via Clyde Street to Eye Street, then Conon Street
and back to Tweed Street.

“The road works are expected to take five weeks to complete. This section of
Tweed Street should be reopened to vehicles again on Monday 17 November
2014

Mr Oudt said at the end of this stage of the road works, the two northern
lanes of Tweed Street would have been reconstructed, from Elles Road
through to Clyde Street. The improvements had included new cycles lanes
and improved crossing points at intersections, he said.

He invited anyone with questions about the road works to contact him at the
City Council.

ENDS.

Enquiries, please phone Project Manager, Kelly Oudt, 021 834 169.
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Invercaragill

CITY COUNCIL

Thursday, October 16, 2014
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS

Christmas lights update; feedback wanted

Invercargill’s ageing Christmas lights have undergone crucial maintenance so
they can be installed for another two years, but decisions need to be made
about future replacements, Chairman of Finance Cr Neil Boniface said today.

The Council owns the Christmas lights and Electricity Invercargill Limited
arranges for them to be put up and taken down.

Cr Boniface said the ageing lights that had been installed over the last 25
plus years, usually lasted about seven years and were gradually replaced
over time, but the English supplier of the Christmas lights had now gone out
of business. Council would need to look at alternative suppliers for
replacements.

“With the inner city redevelopment, this is a good time to discuss options for
replacement lights, what they should look like, where they should be sourced
and where they should be hung.

“The Christmas lights were also originally hung in Esk, Kelvin and Don
Streets but since the last inner city upgrade they were hung only in Dee and
Tay Streets. With the new redevelopment, people might like to consider
whether they should be moved back to Esk and Don Streets.

“There is also the option of looking at the possibility of winter lights.

“Council will be looking into this from 2015 onwards and consulting with the
Inner City Working Group and other key stakeholders,” Cr Boniface said.

ENDS.

Inquiries, Cr Neil Boniface, 027 2204220.
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Invercaragill

CITY COUNCIL

Friday, October 17, 2014
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS

Labour Weekend Invercargill Waste Transfer Station Alert:
Open for green waste disposal but closed for rubbish

The Invercargill Waste Transfer Station will be open for green waste disposal
over Labour Weekend, but the rubbish disposal facility will be closed while a
new concrete floor is installed.

Senior Waste Minimisation Officer Donna Peterson said that Labour
Weekend was chosen for installation of the new concrete floor, following
discussions with contractors and key customers.

“The new concrete floor will take four days to install and set. While closing
the rubbish facility at any time is never ideal, the people we consulted with
felt that Labour Weekend was the best time of year to do this work,” she said.

It was the first time, since the Transfer Station opened over 15 years ago,
that the concrete floor had been replaced.

The rubbish disposal facility at the Invercargill Waste Transfer Station will be
closed on Friday 24 October to Monday 27 October inclusive. The rubbish
disposal facility will reopen on Tuesday 28 October.

Ms Peterson said Labour Weekend gardeners would still be able to dispose
of green waste at the Invercargill Transfer Station and The Garage Recycling
Shop would also be open for business.

“Closure of the rubbish disposal facility over Labour Weekend will be
extensively advertised, including radio and newspaper advertisements,
Council’s website and Facebook pages. Prior to Labour Weekend, flyers
advising of the closure will be handed to motorists paying for waste disposal
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at the Transfer Station kiosk.

“Council apologises for the inconvenience and appreciates everyone’s
assistance as the Transfer facility undergoes this one-off maintenance,” she
said.

ENDS.

Inquiries, please contact Donna Peterson on 211 1706.
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Invercaragill

CITY COUNCIL

Wednesday, October 22, 2014
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS

Skate Park Open Day on November 1

The Elles Road Skate Park will hold an open day on Saturday, November 1 that will
include demonstrations, competitions, a barbeque and a DJ.

The event is open to all people, and official guests invited to attend include Mayor
Tim Shadbolt, Councillors and funders of the park upgrade.

Council Community Development Manager Mary Napper said the event would begin
at 11am and finish at approximately 4pm. “Representatives from ScooterPro and
Element Skateboards will be providing demonstrations and competitions and there
will be free skate time for everyone to do their thing. The demonstrations and
competitions begin at 1pm.”

The park was closed in March this year to begin a $750,000 upgrade, turning it into
a new multi-purpose facility.

Ms Napper said that people had responded well to the park since it was made
available again for public use on May 24. “The park is always busy and the users
and families seem to be very happy with it.”

“It’'s popular with anyone who uses a skateboard, a scooter or a trick bike, and those
who just want to watch, soak up the atmosphere or aspire to do the tricks others can
do.”

The open day is sponsored by Nightlife DJs, Elite Custom Hi Fi, Element, Parks and
Reserves, and the Invercargill City Council.

If it is raining on the day the event will be cancelled, owing to the safety issues
caused by wet surfaces.

ENDS.

Enquiries, please phone Community Development Manager, Mary Napper on (03)
211 1669
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Invercaragill

CITY COUNCIL

Friday 31 October, 2014
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS

Extraordinary Council: Annual Report adopted; and
Uncalled Capital consultation extended

The Invercargill City Council passed two items of business at an
Extraordinary Council meeting this afternoon — it adopted the 2013/2014
Annual Report and re-opened public consultation on the uncalled capital
requested by Invercargill City Holdings Limited.

Annual Report

Council’s Director of Finance Dean Johnston said the Annual Report showed
a surplus of $2.95 million compared to a budgeted deficit of $1.2 million. This
was largely due to savings in interest rates, increased revenue and careful
financial management.

“The total equity of the Invercargill City Council Group increased by $59
million to $760 million.”

Mr Johnston said he was pleased that the Annual Report had been released
on time and thanked the staff for the many months of work that had gone into
producing the document.

Consultation reopened

The Extraordinary Council Meeting also revisited the item of uncalled capital,
which was left to lie on the table at an earlier Extraordinary Council meeting
held on 21 October.

Councillors approved reopening the consultation process and the issuing of a
Clarification Document. This Clarification Document outlines changes to the
original proposal document; the practicable options under consideration; the
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implications of each option; and clarification of issues that had caused some
public confusion.

Public submissions on the uncalled capital proposal must be received by
Council no later than 5pm on Friday 14 November 2014.

Submissions must:

1. Be in letter form, clearly showing the submitter’'s name, address and
contact phone number.

2. Be clearly labelled SUBMISSION — Uncalled Capital and addressed to
the Chief Executive, Invercargill City Council.

3. Indicate whether the submitter wishes to be heard by the Council in
support of his / her submission. The Hearing will take place on
Wednesday 26 November at 4pm. (Note — the substance of the
submission should be in writing. Verbal presentations should be
restricted to five minutes.)

4. Be received by 5pm on Friday 14 November 2014.

In commenting on the issue of uncalled capital, Chairman of Council’s Audit
and Risk Committee, Cr Graham Lewis said that it was important that Council
also considered the financial risk of increasing the uncalled capital.

“After discussions with the Chairman of Holdco and senior Council
executives, | believe that whilst there is always a financial risk with uncalled
capital, this increase for currently approved activities does not increase the
financial risk that is currently there,” he said.

ENDS.

Inquiries, Director of Finance and Corporate Services, Dean Johnston, (0272)
481182.
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