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Wednesday, 14 May 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Consultation to begin on Esk Street Pocket Park


Conceptual design work is underway for the Esk Street Pocket Park, which is the first 
stage of the Inner City Revitalisation Project – and retailers and members of the 
public are being asked for their input.


Inner City Working Group Chairman, Councillor Graham Sycamore said that the Esk 
Street Pocket Park was chosen as the first stage of the Inner City Revitalisation 
Project because members of the public had clearly identified the centre of Esk Street 
as the place where they most liked to spend time in the inner city and wanted it 
upgraded.


“Even though people like to spend time in the centre of Esk Street, there is no really 
good public space where they can relax.  Previous feedback from the public 
highlighted this as one area where significant development could have a positive 
impact on stimulating more vibrancy for the inner city.


“The Pocket Park is the key anchor project for the Inner City Revitalisation project 
and many of the decisions we will make in this process will set the scene for future 
precinct projects.  We want to have consistent, appealing standards delivered across 
the inner city,” he said.


The Pocket Park works will be centred predominantly on the mid-block section of Esk 
Street, around the SIT and Cambridge Place arcades.


Landscape Architect Craig Pocock, of Pocock Design Environmental, last week met 
with infrastructure managers to discuss technical briefs for water, stormwater, 
electricity, roading and footpaths, lighting, street furniture, plantings, CCTV, recycling 
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and rubbish collection.  Council’s engineering team had also surveyed Esk Street to 
capture the data about seat location, signs and paving to assist with the designs.


These preliminary meetings were essential to provide an overall picture of 
infrastructure issues in Esk Street before conceptual planning could be carried out.


KEY ISSUES


Cr Sycamore said one key issue that had been identified was the expected life of the 
watermain, and after recent mains failures it is likely that replacing the watermain will 
need to be incorporated into the Esk Street project.  Analysis of pipe samples 
suggests it may have less than eight years of life left in the asbestos cement pipe.


“The other infrastructural issue that has been identified by Electricity Invercargill 
Limited is that the electricity link boxes in Esk Street need to be replaced.  Ideally, 
these should also be timed to coincide with the project.


“The further key issue of more comprehensive consultation and communications with 
retailers and members of the public has also been identified to ensure the public 
have a good understanding of what is planned, with an opportunity to have input,” he 
said.


Members of the Design Subcommittee Governance Group recently appointed by 
Council (Cr Graham Sycamore, Mr John Green, Mr David White and Mr Mick 
Hesselin) will this week be delivering invitations to Esk Street retailers to consultation 
meetings.


A timetable has been developed for the Esk Street Pocket Park Project, which 
includes meetings with retailers, public open days and media briefings.


The key dates currently identified are:


Retailer meetings 20 and 21 May 2014
Public Consultation (open days) 9 to 13 June 2014
Public Consultation (Further public feedback invited) 14-20 June 2014
Final Concept presentations 3 July 2014
Report to Council Meeting 8 July 2014
Tender Project July – August 2014
Tender for Council Consideration 23 September 2014
Construction Oct and Nov 2014


Cr Sycamore said the above dates were subject to identifying the impacts of the key 
issues. At each stage the progress would be reported to Council via the Inner City 
Working Group.


The Design Subcommittee Governance Group would be overseeing this work as it 
progresses on behalf of the Inner City Working Committee, he said.


Cr Sycamore said that following completion of the Esk Street Pocket Park, the next 
two areas where inner city activity is planned is to provide coach and campervan
parking and to work with the Sunday Market Committee in further developing and 
supporting the markets in Esk Street.


“After these works have been completed, the focus will turn to other precincts, 
however this is not expected to be until 2015,” he said.
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ENDS.


Inquiries, Cr Graham Sycamore, 0274395 045
Roading Manager, Russell Pearson, 0274357 493
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Wednesday, May 28, 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Dog attacks prompt appeal


Animal Services staff are appealing to dog owners in the Kew Hospital/South City 
area to make sure their dogs are confined at night following a series of dog attacks 
on sheep in the Elizabeth Street-Kew Road area in recent weeks.


Manager of Environmental Health and Compliance, John Youngson said that 
Council received a report on 16 May that a stock owner had lost 37 ewes that had 
been mauled by wandering dogs.


“Animal Services staff have patrolled the area extensively, including after hours 
and weekends but there have been no sightings of any dogs wandering.  We 
have also provided the stockowner with Council’s large dog cage, which allows a 
dog to be humanely caught.


“This week the owner has again contacted Council to say that there have been 
some more stock killed by wandering dogs.”


Mr Youngson said Animal Services staff had seen dog tracks and the remains of 
the sheep but had not been able to identify the dog or dogs responsible.


“It appears that these attacks are happening overnight and people need to be 
aware that if their dogs are running amongst stock, or attacking stock they can be 
destroyed by the stock owner.


“We are asking members of the public to keep their dogs confined at night, to 
avoid the possibility of more suffering and deaths among the sheep, financial loss 
to the stock owner and potentially the loss or death of someone’s pet dog.


“We believe that the attacks are being carried out by a dog, or dogs owned by 
one person – and that the majority of dog owners are responsible, animal lovers.”
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Anyone with information about these dog attacks is invited to contact Animal 
Services at the Invercargill City Council on 2111777, Mr Youngson said.


ENDS.


Inquiries, please contact John Youngson, 021 830 053.
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Friday, May 23, 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Elles Road Skate Park opens to the public


The new Elles Road Skate Park opened to the public this morning – ahead of 
schedule and is already receiving praise from users.


Council Community Development Manager Mary Napper thanked the young 
people who had helped with the redevelopment by involving themselves with 
the design work, and for their fundraising efforts. 


“It’s just so cool to have the skate park open,” Ms Napper said. “We will have 
an official opening later in the year when the weather is more reliable.”


Work on the redevelopment took about two months and construction finished 
ahead of the proposed late May/early June target date.


Ms Napper said the work of Hunter Civil Engineering Ltd staff was “fantastic”. 
“The Hunter Civil staff worked long hours into the night – they’ve been really 
committed to making it perfect.”


Members of the Skate Park Planning Group were among keen locals who 
tried the park out last night before this morning’s opening.


“I was down there twice last night and the kids had nothing but praise for the 
design and the way it worked,” Ms Napper said. “A couple of dads were there
too and they were thrilled with it.”


Temporary fences around the park have been removed this morning. 
However the fence along the railway line is permanent and is one of the new
safety features which also include CCTV and floodlighting. The skate park 
cost $750,000 to build.
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ENDS.


Inquiries, please contact Mary Napper on (03) 211 1699
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Thursday, May 8, 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Smoke infiltration testing in Appleby


Stormwater to foulsewer infiltration smoke testing is being undertaken over the next 
week in Appleby suburb to diagnose sewer pipes that may be affected by 
stormwater. 


The testing will continue during normal work hours until Friday May 16. There are 
concerns that pipes may have been broken or incorrectly connected in the past. 
During times of high rainfall, this may lead to stormwater entering the sewerage 
drains, increasing waste flow and placing stress on the sewer system. This also 
leads to large quantities of water being treated unnecessarily by the Clifton 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, costing ratepayers and the Invercargill City Council. 


Appleby has been identified as an area of concern Council project technician Jessica 
Griffin said. “There was a high level of stormwater infiltration coming from that 
catchment. This could be for a number of reasons; direct infiltration is caused by 
connections, downpipes and road sumps connected to sewer mains or surface 
run-off entering property gulley traps. Indirect infiltration is caused by leaking 
drains and gaps in the pipes allowing ground water to enter the network. This 
occurs predominantly in the older areas of town.”


The smoke infiltration testing method employed involves the use of non-toxic smoke 
to identify problems in the network. The smoke is pumped into a section of sewer 
pipe with the resultant smoke arising from each property’s fresh air inlet.  The smoke 
is a visual aid and will escape from broken sections of pipe or any direct connections, 
highlighting areas needing attention. The smoke is non-toxic and poses no harm to
people, pets or property.


Contractors Veolia Water is operating on behalf of the Council and will be accessing 
the foulsewer systems though nearby manholes, requiring the workers to cordon off 
the main sewer pipes. The process of smoke infiltration is widely used in New 
Zealand said Ms Griffin. “It is a historical way of doing the testing. It has its 
limitations but is inexpensive compared with alternatives such as dye testing and 
CCTV.”
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If problems are located then the Council will look at fixing them as soon as its 
practical said Ms Griffin. “If the fault is found on the property, it is the responsibility 
of the house owner. They may need to fix the pipes within a given time. Nothing 
has been determined yet…it will be assessed on a case by case basis.”


ENDS.


Inquiries, please contact Jessica Griffin on 211 1724.
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Friday, 23 May 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Retailers express views on timing and parking


Esk Street property owners and retailers this week provided valuable guidance on 
key issues for the first stage of the Inner City Revitalisation Project, Inner City 
Working Group Chairman, Councillor Graham Sycamore said today.


Around 35 retailers and property owners attended two consultation meetings on 
Tuesday and Wednesday evening this week.


The businesspeople listened to presentations by Landscape Architect Craig Pocock, 
about the proposed development of the Esk Street Pocket Park and environmental 
design improvements for the area; and by Council’s Roading Manager Russell 
Pearson, who outlined vital engineering work that needs to be carried out on 
watermains, stormwater mains and electricity services in Esk Street.


In order to complete the work by late November, because December is the busiest 
month of the year for retailers, Council engineers were suggesting that beginning
infrastructural work on underground services in late August would give enough time 
to repair the pipes and undertake landscape improvements by November.


Cr Sycamore said at the meetings, the retailers were asked whether this timeframe 
was acceptable – and the prevailing view was that retailers would prefer for Council 
to aim to finish the work in early November.  That way, if there were any unforeseen 
problems or delays, there was an extra two weeks before the beginning of 
December.


September was identified as a good month for carrying out the work – and if possible, 
the project could even be brought forward into August.
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Businesspeople were also asked which time of day they would prefer work to be 
carried out – given that contractors would need at least an eight hour window to 
work.  A balance had to be achieved between minimising disruption to shoppers 
during the day and noise concerns for hotel guests at night.


“The retailers indicated that they would be happier with work taking place between 
2pm-11pm.  But they understood that the upgrades of the underground services 
would be the most disruptive and were happier to put up with longer periods during 
the day and disruption earlier in the process, to assist in getting the work done on 
time before December.


“Shops and businesses would be provided with continuous water supply while the 
watermain upgrade was being carried out.  This would involve a temporary supply 
being laid above ground – and Engineers will be working on ways to make this as 
unobtrusive as possible,” he said.


Cr Sycamore said the retailers and property owners had been encouraging about the 
upgrade and were understanding about it involving some disruption to the 
streetscape.


“They were very practical about recognising it is short term pain for long term gain.”


Cr Sycamore said retailers were also asked their views on how parking in Esk Street 
should be managed in future – and there would be further, more detailed consultation 
with them over parking management in coming weeks.


“New technology is now available that gives more flexibility and accuracy in 
managing parking than traditional parking meters.  We want to hear what the retailers 
want and what best serves their needs.


“Data is now available from 12 sensors in Esk Street about parking habits and this 
kind of data has not been previously available.


“We were given a clear message that retailers wanted Council to provide this data to 
them so they can analyse what it means and provide feedback and constructive 
ideas on parking – and we will do this.  It’s really encouraging that the retailers are 
happy to work with us on a parking strategy going forward,” he said.


Cr Sycamore said that following the meetings with retailers, Landscape Architect 
Craig Pocock and his designers would now start to develop preliminary design 
concepts for Esk Street.  These designs would be made available for feedback from 
retailers and members of the public in June, he said.


ENDS.


Inquiries, Cr Graham Sycamore, 0274395 045
Roading Manager, Russell Pearson, 0274357 493
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Friday, May 23, 2014


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Public meeting for Elles Road/Martin Street upgrade


Local retailers, residents and members of the public are invited to attend the 
final public consultation meeting next week on the Elles Road and Martin 
Street upgrade. 


The meeting will include members of South Alive and Invercargill City Council 
and follows consultation with local residents last year.  


Landscape Architect Craig Pocock, of Pocock Design Environment Ltd,
presented the initial concepts to retailers and the community in 2013 with 
further feedback sought from local retailers in February 2014.


Chairman of South Alive Trust Board Colin Anderson said the meeting was a 
real opportunity for locals to have a look at the latest designs and proposals 
for the area which affects spaces outside Westpac Bank and both sides of 
Martin Street, with a focus on the south side of Martin Street. “It’s an attempt 
to make sure the area is user friendly. It will be a place where people will want 
to linger longer - we’ll be open to any further ideas people have,” he said.


“Everyone agrees the area is due for an upgrade and improvement. We are 
looking forward to what Craig has in mind. I encourage everyone to attend the 
meeting, I think it’s important, it’s the public’s chance to be part of 
consultation.” 


Councillor Graham Sycamore is encouraging people to attend the consultation 
meeting as it’s an opportunity for them to have their say on the final concept. 
“We have listened to feedback from retailers and members of the public 
during past consultation on this project and we’ve changed the plans to reflect 
their needs.”
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“We look forward to sharing the redrawn concepts from Pocock Designs
Environments. There are multiple areas on Elles Road and Martin Street
being upgraded and the input from members of the public and retailers was
crucial in the redesign,” Mr Sycamore said.


The meeting will take place at the Pacific Island Trust building, 135 Bowmont 
Street on Wednesday, May 28 at 6.00pm. People will be able to provide 
feedback on the design concepts at the meeting.  Written feedback to South 
Alive or Council by Monday, 9 June will be welcome. 


ENDS.


Inquiries, please contact Colin Anderson on 027 262 4368?
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