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Monday, December 2, 2013


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Free bus rides to celebrate Bus Smart Birthday


To mark the first birthday of Bus Smart the Invercargill City Council is giving city bus 
users free bus rides on Tuesday, December 3.


The Council’s Senior Traffic Management Officer Eddie Cook said it had been a year 
since the new service was introduced and offering free bus rides for a day was an 
opportunity to say thanks to those who had supported the service.


“We had to make considerable changes to the service to make it more economical 
and cost-effective.


“The operating cost of the old service was $1.35 million annually and the new service 
now costs $890,000 which is a considerable saving to ratepayers,” Mr Cook said.


The new service is working well and is the result of good collaboration between the 
Council, Invercargill Passenger Transport (IPT) and the New Zealand Transport 
Agency. 


This has involved rebranding the buses as Bus Smart with new routes, timetables, 
signage, bus stops and shelters.


Mr Cook said the fare revenue was up about $110,000 on the previous year and, as 
result, the old service, which was previously subsidised 86 cents for every dollar of 
cost, was now only subsidised by 65 cents for every dollar of cost.


“We have also increased the level of efficiency and productivity of the service – the 
old service travelled 400,000 kms a year and the new service 300,000 kms a year.”


The Windsor Comet is our most patronised of the four Bus Smart routes and the 
Waikiwi Link is the least patronised.


Mr Cook said the Bus Smart service was expected to carry 260,000 for the first 12 
months which was down on the previous year which carried 373,000 passengers.
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“We expected there to be a reduction in patronage because we have removed the 
free buses which were offered during the 9am to 2.30pm period.” 


Mr Cook said to encourage more people to use the buses a range of features were 
added – these included:


 All Bus Smart buses have free Wi Fi on board and this has been very popular 
with many users.


 A texting service that allows people to text a bus stop number and receive the 
next two estimated bus arrival times.  


 Bus Smart Cards: these allow people to load credit onto their cards to pay 
bus fares - and to receive a 10% discount. There is a one-off $5 fee for the 
card. Cards can be "topped up" at the Council Aministration Building (cash or 
Eftpos - no credit cards) or by bus drivers (cash only).


 Holders of Super Gold Cards can travel free during off-peak hours (they will 
also need to hold a Bus Smart Card, but when they use it during off-peak 
times, no fare will be deducted from their card).


 Audible bus stop information and large flat-screen displays screens on the 
buses. The screens also display news, weather and information about the 
Bus Smart service.


 Bus Smart Central at Reading Cinemas has audible and visual 
announcement facilities.


 All bus stops are fitted out with Braille and raised tactile signage for visually 
impaired passengers.


 Low-access floors make it easy to step on and off a bus - and mean the 
buses are wheelchair accessible.


 Bike racks. All Bus Smart buses are fitted with an outside rack capable of 
holding two bicycles.


ENDS.


Photo Caption: Invercargill City Council Deputy Mayor Darren Ludlow and Invercargill 
Passenger Transport managing director Tony Baas cut the Bus Smart birthday cake 
to mark the city bus service’s first birthday.  The cake was made by Invercargill 
pastry chef Bernadette Kean of Sweet Treats.


Inquiries, phone Senior Traffic Management Officer Eddie Cook, 211 1694 or (027) 
221 8764.
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Monday, November 4, 2013


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Queens Drive road closure – stage two


The Invercargill City Council is to extend the area of Queens Drive that is closed for 
major roadworks – with the stage two closure of the road between Yarrow and Gala 
Streets.


The road between Yarrow and Gala Streets will be closed from the evening of 
Wednesday 6 November.


Invercargill City Council Roading Manager Russell Pearson said stage one of the 
Queens Drive road closure took place on 13 October, from Tay to Yarrow Street and 
Don Street from Doon Street to Queens Drive, to help speed up completion of the 
final stage of the Queens Drive upgrade.


“Even with the extended periods of bad weather last month, the contractor, 
SouthRoads, has made great progress and is ahead of schedule.


“Council asks people to continue to be aware of the temporary traffic lights at 
Tay/Doon Streets and Doon/Yarrow Streets, plus the temporary roundabout at 
Doon/Gala Streets.”


Mr Pearson said there would also be a temporary detour via Yarrow Street, 
MacMaster Street and St Andrew Street on Saturday 9 November, when a section of 
Gala Street would be closed for the Tour of Southland.


“Council appreciates the patience of the travelling public.  We have been delighted 
with how quickly motorists have adapted to the temporary road layouts and the 
courtesy and understanding they have shown,” Mr Pearson said.


ENDS.


Inquiries, phone Team Leader Capital Projects, Craig Spriggs, 211 1638 or (027) 655 
4219.
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PRESS RELEASE: FOR IMMEDIATE USE                                 November 05, 2013


Crushed under the weight of junk mail


When Rachelle Broere started collecting advertising circulars delivered to her Invercargill 
mailbox a year ago, she never thought a year later it would equate to 33kgs of paper.


Miss Broere, a Waste Minimisation Officer for WasteNet Southland, said she collected 
985 pieces of advertising circulars from October 2012 to September 2013.


“When I first moved to Invercargill from Dunedin, I was surprised at the amount of junk 
mail that was filling up my mailbox each day.


“It would get transferred straight from the mailbox to the recycle bin – lots of it wouldn’t 
even make it inside.


“I was curious to know just how much junk mail was delivered to one mailbox over the 
course of a year and decided to conduct my own personal experiment,” Miss Broere 
said.


Each day Miss Broere would collect and date the advertising circulars and at the end of 
each month she would take the junk mail to work and weigh it on the digital scales.


Miss Broere said if 25,000 Invercargill households each received an average of 33kgs of 
junk mail over the course of a year – she estimated that it would equate to the loss of
approximately 14,067 trees.


“This is equivalent to approximately 46.5 rugby fields in trees lost to advertising 
circulars.”







As a result of the project, WasteNet Southland decided to produce “no junk mail” stickers
that are available free to anyone in Southland who wishes to reduce the amount of 
advertising circulars being put in their mail boxes.


“With Christmas coming there will be even more advertising circulars in people’s 
mailboxes,” Miss Broere said.


If you would like a free “no junk mail” stickers to put on your mailbox then email your 
name and address to Miss Broere (rachelle.broere@icc.govt.nz) and she will send you 
one.


ENDS


For further information please contact:
Rachelle Broere
Waste Minimisation Officer
Invercargill City Council
on behalf of WasteNet Southland
Ph (03) 211 1655



mailto:rachelle.broere@icc.govt.nz
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5 November 2013


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Music scholarships awarded


Three young Southland musicians are the recipients of the 2013 Alex Lindsay and 
O’Byrne Jones Memorial Scholarships.


Invercargill City Council Community Development Manager Mary Napper said 
Michaela Roy and Laura Barton from Gore have been awarded the Alex Lindsay 
Memorial Scholarship.  


“This scholarship was established in honour of Invercargill born, distinguished 
violinist, conductor, orchestra leader and concert master, the late Alex Lindsay,” Ms 
Napper said.  


Jane Reeves of Invercargill has been allocated the 2013 O’Byrne/Jones Memorial 
Scholarship.  


This scholarship was established to honour the late May Jones, nee O’Byrne who
was a teacher of piano in Invercargill for 76 years.


The scholarships which are awarded biannually, provide financial assistance to help 
recipients pursue their musical studies.


ENDS.


Enquiries, Invercargill City Council Community Development Manager Mary Napper, 
03 211 1669 or Mobile 021 391 674.
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11 November 2013


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS
ART REPORTERS
EDUCATION REPORTERS


Library celebrations to mark new self checking system


The Invercargill Public Library is holding a day of “fun and festivities” to 
celebrate its new self checking system, which is now fully installed and 
operational.


Library Manager Marianne Foster said the event was being held to “thank” 
library customers for being so patient during the past few months while the 
new system was being implemented.


“We would like to say a big thank you to all of our customers for their patience 
as we underwent these changes - so join us on Wednesday, November 20 for 
a day of fun and festivities,” Ms Foster said.


Ms Foster also said customers who visited throughout the day on November 
20 were in with a chance to win spot prizes or to grab a free hot pick or DVD
hire.


“Talented musician Peter Manual will be performing between 12:30 and 1.30 
pm and, while listening, people can enjoy some exceptional chocolate from 
the Seriously Good Chocolate Company.


“Bring the kids in and enter our children’s competition, ‘name the self-check 
unit’ and get bragging rights if your name and mascot are selected.
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“Don’t miss this special day and make sure you enter the draw to win a $200 
ILT voucher,” Ms Foster said.


The new self checking units allow library users to check out their own books.


ENDS.


For inquiries, please contact Jane Watkinson, Events and Design Coordinator.
Phone 03 211 1763 or email jane.watkinson@ilibrary.co.nz
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Tuesday, November 12, 2013


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Tender let for new skate park


The Invercargill City Council has let the tender to design and build the Invercargill 
Skate Park, Community Development Manager Mary Napper confirmed today.


Ms Napper said that the tender had been awarded to Hunter Civil Projects Limited, 
which will partner exclusively with Convic to complete the design of the skate park.


Convic are recognised as leaders in skate park design and development throughout 
the Asia Pacific region, including the Washington Reserve Skate Park in 
Christchurch.


Ms Napper said that Council had received three submissions to redevelop, design 
and re-build the skate park. These underwent a rigorous review process and Hunter 
Civil Projects and Convic stood out.


“The next step is to complete the design component, including further consultation 
with users of the skate park.


“While the timetable has yet to be finalised, I can confirm that the existing skate park 
will be closed for the entire summer during 2013/14,” she said.


The current skate park was opened in April 1998 and while it had served the 
community well, the sport had evolved and the new park would include facilities for 
those using scooters and bikes.


Other improvements would include:


 A bowl;
 Security fencing along the railway line;
 CCTV surveillance cameras;
 Improved lighting.
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People  with inquiries about the new skate park are invited to contact Ms Napper at 
Council.


ENDS.


For inquiries, please contact Invercargill City Council Community Development 
Manager Mary Napper 211 1669.
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PRESS RELEASE: FOR IMMEDIATE USE 14 November 2013


WasteNet Southland wants to hear from you!


WasteNet Southland wants to hear from you about what you really think about Councils’ 
kerbside yellow recycling bin service. 


Senior Waste Officer Donna Peterson invited all Southlanders to go to 
www.wastenet.org.nz and complete the online survey.


“The aim of the survey is to help us make recycling easier for everyone. 


“It is completely confidential and the information will not be used for any purpose other 
than this survey” said Ms Peterson said.   


The survey is for all residents in Southland that receive a Council yellow recycling bin 
and a red rubbish bin and has been launched this week to mark National Recycle Week.   


“We want to find out more about people’s recycling habits - is it part of their regular 
household routine – how do they dispose of aerosol cans - do they have a separate bin 
inside their home for recycling?


“These are just a few of the questions being asked in the WasteNet Online Recycling at 
Home Survey that opened today,” Ms Peterson said.


While WasteNet is promoting it as an online survey, there are hard copies available 
upon request by phoning 211 1777, she said.


The survey would take about 10 to 15 minutes to complete and to access the survey 
simply visit wastenet.org.nz and click on the link “Online Survey” and closes on 
December 15.



http://www.wastenet.org.nz





ENDS


For further information please contact:
Donna Peterson
Senior Waste Officer
Invercargill City Council
on behalf of WasteNet Southland
Ph (03) 211-1706 or mobile (027) 286 2110
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PRESS RELEASE: FOR IMMEDIATE USE 15 November 2013


RECYCLING CENTRE PUBLIC TOURS


Southland disAbility Enterprises is celebrating National Recycle Week by inviting 
members of the public to tour their recycling facility at 11am and 2pm on Sunday 17 
November 2013.  


Senior Waste Officer Donna Peterson said the tours were a great opportunity to see the 
behind-the-scenes work undertaken by the dedicated team at Southland disAbility 
Enterprises.


“It’s also a good time to double check what can and cannot be recycled,” she said.  


“Plastic lids and paper receipts are unable to be captured by the sort line and are more 
of a nuisance than a benefit.


“Clothing, food and garden waste should go in your red rubbish bin,” she said.


Southland disAbility Enterprises General Manager Ian Beker said that every Southlander 
needed to see what happened after they put materials into their recycling bin.  


“The recycling is hand sorted by our team” he said “and it is hard work when people 
don’t wash the recycling or think that nappies are recyclable”.    


In brief
What: Free public tours of Southland disAbility Enterprises recycling operation
Where:  28 Ettrick Street, Invercargill
When: 11am and 2pm, Sunday 17 November 2013. Tours are 45 minutes.







This is an image of the ‘paper screen’.  The recycling falls onto the screen and paper 
walks up the line, and plastics and glass fall down.   Small recyclables like lids and paper 
receipts fall through the screen.


ENDS


For further information please contact:
Donna Peterson
Senior Waste Officer
Invercargill City Council
on behalf of WasteNet Southland
Ph (03) 211-1706 or mobile (027) 286 2110


Ian Beker
General Manager
Southland disAbility Enterprises
Ph:  +643 214 6188 Ext 212
Fax:  +643 214 6189
Mobile: 027 435 99 98
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19 November 2013


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS
ART REPORTERS
EDUCATION REPORTERS


Exciting line-up of acts planned for 2014 Southland Buskers 
Festival


Defying gravity, turning one’s head into a giant ball of rubber bands and being a 
contortionist/aerial hula-hooper are just some of the entertaining acts performing 
in the 2014 Southland Buskers’ Festival from January 30 to February 2.


Venture Southland Creative Projects Manager Angela Newell said the 5th annual 
Southland Buskers Festival would hit the streets and parks of Invercargill from 
Thursday evening, January 30, to Sunday afternoon, February 2, with a fantastic 
line up of international and national talent. 


“One of the region’s funniest and most accessible events, the Southland Buskers 
Festival has cemented a home in the annual events calendar, offering the 
Southland public world-class entertainment and talent.” Ms Newell said.


Ms Newell said the festival is facilitated through the ICC Charitable Trust, with 
considerable support from local funders and organisations such as the 
Invercargill City Council, the Invercargill Licensing Trust, The ILT Foundation, 
The Community Trust of Southland, The Southern Trust, Creative NZ 
Communities, the Southland Times, More FM and Venture Southland. 


Daytime performance areas include Wachner Place, Queen’s Park, The 
Southern Farmers’ Market and South City -  which is a new venue for the festival, 
Ms Newell said.


Night shows venues include Buskers Cabaret on the Queen’s Park stage (band 
Rotunda) and the Scottish Hall.


Full festival programmes will be available from mid December and festival 
information will be available via the Southlandbuskersfestival Facebook page.







Festival acts include:


Lisa Lottie (Netherlands) is a highly skilled, world-class hula-hoop artist who 
has performed in 29 countries. 'Bend it like Barbie' includes contortion and hoop. 
lisalottie.com


Reuben DotDotDot (Australia) defies gravity and death with acrobatic stunts 
and balances you need to see to believe. The show that has it all – humour; 
handstands; and holding on for dear life! With a spinning one-handed balance 20 
feet up in the air, concrete never looked so hard…


CATE… GREAT! (US/Canada) is a world-class world traveller who has 
performed on stages and festival pitches across the globe. She hails from the 
United States but is an alumni of Ecole de Cirque de Quebec.


Mr Spin (Australia) is a highly skilled, comic vaudevillian style street/circus act. 
He performs a beautiful three-ball juggle, Chinese devil-sticking with baseball 
bats, one ball manipulation and an eight ball juggle, mixed with mad capped 
antics and an incredible sense of fun.


Mr Wizowski (NZ) is a multi-talented performance artist who upon completing 
his law degree devoted himself to defying the laws of gravity. A dare devil 
acrobat, he will leave you pondering the physical limitations of the human body. 


Bazza --Most Improved Player (NZ)...the kid’s rugby trophy like no other! He’s 
cheeky, fun, and unpredictable. Maybe he'll sing a national anthem or yell "Don't 
kick it! Pass it!"  He could escape from his stand and score a try... Or if you're 
lucky he'll pass you the ball for you to have the glory! Bazza is an interactive 
clown performance for the whole family.


The Rubberband Boy (NZ)  is back with his bag of tricks. On his travels around 
the world performing in over 26 countries he has developed an unusual style of 
comedy that stretches the imagination. This year in his rubber arsenal is ‘The 
One Man Band’ - a musical instrument powered by, you guessed it! 
. 


Keith 'The Numbers' Preene's Golden Goose Show hits the Southland 
Buskers Festival in grand fashion- calling the numbers, giving away the meat 
packs and propping himself up with his life long chosen brew - Rheineck!  
Make sure you don't miss this hilarious walk through kiwiana's back catalogue, 
wrapped up with an action packed, knock-out contest of everyone's favourite 
numbers game - BINGO! If you're one of the lucky ones you may even go away 
with a platinum meat pack.  This show is the only adults-only event, held in the 
Scottish Hall in the evenings during the festival.







ENDS.


For inquiries and images of the acts please contact Creative Projects and Events 
Manager Angela Newell 211 1412.  
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Friday, November 22, 2013


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Invercargill’s first dog park to be officially opened on Sunday


“The opening of Invercargill’s first ever dog park on Sunday is a successful 
community driven project to improve the city’s urban rejuvenation,” Invercargill City 
Councillor Neil Boniface said today.


A ribbon cutting ceremony will be held at the Elles Road Dog Park on Sunday, 
November 24 at 1.30pm to officially open the community facility.


“We’re inviting all dog lovers to bring your pet dogs and enjoy a free barbecue and 
giveaways thanks to local vets and pet shops, to mark this important event for the 
South Invercargill community,” Cr Boniface said.


The need for a dog park was raised 18 months ago when the South Alive group held 
public meetings with its community to find out what they wanted to see improved 
about where they lived.


The South Alive Urban Rejuvenation portfolio was created and local man Colin 
Anderson was tasked with chairing this portfolio.


Mr Anderson said the need for a dog park in South Invercargill was one of the first 
initiatives that his group got started on.


“We looked at various places where the park could be situated and it was decided to 
situate it on Elles Road at the reserve.


“We have worked with the Council to have the reserve use formally changed in the 
Parks Management Plan so a dog park could be developed there,” Mr Anderson 
said.


The Invercargill City Council provided $60,000 towards the project from its Urban 
Rejuvenation fund, Cr Boniface said.


“This is a fantastic use for the funds and it’s great to see a facility like this come to 
fruition.  
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“It’s been a successful collaboration between the South Invercargill community and 
Council,” Cr Boniface said.


Mr Anderson said the dog park features plantings, a high fence for safety 
precautions, a doggy doo depot and bags so people can clean up after their pets and
facilities so people can water their dogs.


“It’s a place where people can take their dogs, let them off the lead and socialise with 
other dogs in a safe and enjoyable environment.


“The feedback from the South Invercargill community has been really positive and 
there is no reason why there couldn’t be other dog parks in Invercargill,” Mr Anderson 
said.


Cr Boniface said it was hoped to add agility equipment to enhance the dog park in 
time.


ENDS.


Inquiries, phone Councillor Neil Boniface 217 0405 or 0272 204 220.
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26 November 2013


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


Splash Palace closed temporarily due to broken sewer pipe


Splash Palace has been closed due to a broken sewer pipe and will reopen 
again at 7am tomorrow morning (Wednesday, November 27).


Invercargill City Council Director of Works and Services Cameron McIntosh 
said the pipe had broken at about 1.30pm today and staff and contractors had 
been working hard to fix the problem.


“Due to health and safety reasons we have closed Splash Palace and it will 
remain closed till it is safe to reopen.


“Specialist cleaners have been called in and Council’s Environmental Health 
staff are inspecting the clean-up to ensure it is safe to reopen,” Mr McIntosh 
said.


Mr McIntosh said people could ring Splash Palace tomorrow morning from 
7am onwards on 217 7506 if they wished to confirm it had reopened.


ENDS.


For inquiries, please contact Cameron McIntosh on 211 1653 or 021 840 182.
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26 November 2013


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS
ART REPORTERS
EDUCATION REPORTERS


Library celebrates St Andrew’s Day


The Invercargill Public Library is planning a special celebration to mark St 
Andrew’s Day on Saturday, November 30.


Family History Librarian Vanessa McFadzien said Saint Andrew was the 
patron saint of Scotland and traditionally Scottish settlers observed this 
special day across the world. 


“The day will be full of Scottish tradition and entertainment - the public will be 
treated to a performance by highland dancers, a true Scots sing-along and 
bagpipers this Saturday,” Ms McFadzien said.


The fun and festivities kick off from 11:30am til 3pm and the public will have 
the opportunity to try traditional haggis. 


“This is also a great opportunity for the Southland community to pop into the 
Library and explore their Scottish ancestry with the help of trained staff.


“The Library has extensive family history resources as well as research 
Librarians to assist with general enquires.”


ENDS.


For inquiries, please contact Jane Watkinson, Events and Design Coordinator.
Phone 03 211 1763 or email jane.watkinson@ilibrary.co.nz
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29 November 2013


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


ATTENTION: CHIEF REPORTERS
CIVIC REPORTERS


2014 City calendars being delivered from this weekend


Invercargill and Bluff residents are asked to keep a close eye on their 
mailboxes in the weekend and following week as the Invercargill City Council 
2014 Calendar is being delivered.


Council Communications Manager Eirwen Harris said Council staff and their 
families would be delivering the calendars to 25,000 households in the city 
from today till Sunday, December 8.


“This year the calendar features stunning Southland scenery captured by 
Invercargill photographer Dot Mullay,” Ms Harris said.


In her commentary on the calendar, Dot Mullay said Invercargill had a wealth 
of treasures in its midst, from beautiful parks, buildings, the beach and 
awesome sunrises and sunsets. 


“In all seasons Queens Park is an amazing place to visit with my camera and I 
constantly find new and exciting things to photograph,” she said.


It is the fourth year that the city will send residents the calendars which 
contain information and reminders about Council services, programmes and 
important dates.


They also contain a full set of timetables for the city’s bus service, key phone 
numbers, information about holiday programmes, recycling, funding 
applications and special events run by the Council.


Ms Harris said people who wanted extra copies of the Invercargill City 2014 
Calendar did not need to pay for them.







Manager Communications and Secretarial Services, Eirwen Harris, 211 1678, (027) 293 8680
 Fax: 211 1434 Email:eirwen.harris@icc.govt.nz


Or 
Communications Advisor, Diane Byars, 211 1601, (027) 231 3939


Fax: 211 1433 Email:diane.byars@icc.govt.nz


Extra copies are available at Council’s Help Desk, in the Civic Administration 
Building in Esk Street, the Invercargill Public Library, the Southland Museum 
and Art Gallery and the Bluff Service Centre.


“People are very welcome to come in and take extra copies, possibly to 
include with their Christmas presents for people out of town,” she said.


Ms Harris said that deliverers had been given 10 days in which to deliver the 
25,000 calendars – so if people had not received a calendar by Sunday, 
December 8 they were asked to contact the Council after that date.


ENDS.


For inquiries, please contact Eirwen Harris, 211 1678 or 027 293 8680.
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