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HERITAGE Month is back and  
this year has a strong focus on 
Heritage Buildings and the  
125th anniversary of New  
Zealand’s Suffrage Movement  
that granted women the right  
to vote. This is a great  event,  
that gives you the opportunity  
to learn more about the city’s  
history and learn about  
different aspects of  
Invercargill’s heritage.  

The event will open with a debate and discussions around a 
Vision for Heritage at the Southland Museum and Art  
Gallery on Saturday, 3 March, at 5.30pm. Keynote speaker, 
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga CEO Andrew Cole-
man will shed light on the important reasons for protecting 
our heritage, making a case to put higher value on Invercar-
gill and wider Southland buildings and streetscapes.

Some of the highlights for heritage month taking place in 
the City Centre are: 

• Heritage Buildings Open Day, which offers you the op-
portunity to have a look around some of Southland’s most 
outstanding heritage buildings. This open day allows you to 
go back in time and marvel at columns, high plaster ceilings, 
staircases, the odd safe, and appreciate how things were 
done a century ago. This takes place on Saturday, 3 March 
from 10am - 2pm at multiple locations and admission is free. 

• If you’re not interested in buildings maybe visit the Pop 
Up Museum at 63 Esk Street celebrating the 125th anniver-
sary of Women’s Suffrage in New Zealand. The display will 
bring to life some of the inspirational stories of our very own 
pioneering Southland women. The museum will be open 17 
– 24 March, from 10am -2pm. Admission is free.

• The Heritage Dance allows participants to step back in 
time for a majestic evening at The Grand Hotel, with a 
bar, catering, and a live band and dancing into the early 
hours. This year’s theme will be 1940’s Glamour. The dance 
is a full dress-up and you are encouraged to pull out your 
gowns and pearls, and dust off your fedoras and shine your 
Oxfords. The dance will take place on Saturday, 17 March, at 
7.30pm. The cost is $35pp or $60 per couple.

For a full list of Heritage Month activities and locations 
check out the Facebook page at  
www.facebook.com/HeritageSouthNZ  
or contact Lindsay Polmear on 027 618 5464.
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SANDRA Skeggs’ love of baking is what 
made her want to be a café owner and 
you can taste it in her food. “I have 
always had a passion for baking and 
working with different people, so when 
I was looking for a change in career 
opening a café seemed like the perfect 
idea,” Sandra says. “I get to know my 
regular customers and build great rela-
tionships with them. This makes all the 
hard work worthwhile.”

Opened in early November 2017, 
Charlie’s Kitchen on Kelvin Street is the 
second café to be opened by owner 
Sandra. Her first Café, Nichol’s Garden 
Café, has been in operation for 20 years 
but Sandra wanted to open a smaller 
café that she could operate Monday to 
Friday. This would allow her to contin-
ue doing what she loves, with shorter 
hours and fewer  days at work, giving 
her more time to spend with her family.

Charlie’s Kitchen offers a variety of 

lunch and breakfast takeaway options 
that are both healthy and convenient. 
Sandra and the team pride themselves 
on offering fresh baking made every 
day, which includes gluten-free and ve-
gan options. Also on offer are fresh fruit 
smoothies and fresh All Press Coffee. 

Sandra says for her, “It’s all about the 
customer”.

“If someone came in and had a special 
request for us to trial something new, 
we are completely open to giving it a 
try. We try to offer food that fits peo-
ple’s lifestyles and tastes.”

Charlie’s Kitchen is open from 6.30am 
to 2.30pm, Monday to Friday, and pro-
vides a great option for workers to pop 
in and pick up lunch, or breakfast on the 
run early in the morning. If you haven’t 
tried any of their delicious baked goods 
make sure to try the signature Neenish 
Slice or a Vegan Bliss Ball. 

CHARLIE’S KITCHEN
Brought to you by a love of baking and a passion for people 

MANY of you will know Keith Page from 
his popular food truck Southern Fare, 
which is a staple at many events, but now 
Keith has ventured into the world of café 
ownership. Taking over Marco’s Lunch 
Bar at 96 Spey Street, the new venue will 
offer a number of preservative-free foods 
made fresh from scratch and baked daily. 
Keith says he made the move in order 

to expand his catering business and still 

offer people his delicious food Monday 

to Friday. For instance, his famous bacon 

and egg pie has been a sell-out every 

day since opening on Monday.

Marco’s is open from 8am - 3.30pm Mon-

day to Friday. Pop in and say ‘hi’ if you’re 

in town or need a quick lunch option. 

THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS

The Council wants to find out what you think about herit-
age in Invercargill’s City Centre. These are exciting times for 
our city and we want to ensure you get the opportunity to 
express your views on our heritage buildings. 

Council staff are setting up a ‘pop-up shop’ in the former 
ASB building at 63 Esk Street. They want your input into 
which City Centre heritage is most important to you and 
how you think the Council should help with the protection 
of heritage buildings.   

The pop-up shop will be  
open from 17–24 March,  
from 10.00am to 2.00pm.  
Please come along and  
let us know your views. 
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KIM, SANDRA, AND LINLEY

Continuing to enrich Southern  
Heritage, inside and out

Thursday 1 March   
OPEN MIC NIGHT  
Check out the amazing talent 
that Invercargill has to offer, 
uncovering new, encouraging the 
young, enjoying the old! 
7.30pm - 9.30pm  
Zookeepers Café 

Friday 2 March 
BUILT HERITAGE WORKSHOP 
A workshop that focuses on 
Southland’s Built Heritage 
10am - 4pm Invercargill Public 
Library Meeting Room

Saturday 24 March  
TELLING OUR STORIES 
Liz Miller, Tania Faulkner-McKen-
zie, Heather Perriam and Matu 
Pene to share their own family 
memories. 
10.30am - 12pm Invercargill 
Public Library Learning and 
Activity Space

HERITAGE HIGH TEA  
3pm Esk Street Pop Up  
Museum Come along in your 
Victorian best and drink tea  
with others.

WHERE DO I COME FROM? 
An introduction to searching  
your genealogy.  
6.30pm - 8.30pm Invercargill 
Public Library Meeting Room

CARNAVAL A COLOMBIAN 
NIGHT  
Brought to you by the  
Southland Multicultural  
Council come celebrate  
Colombian culture and food.  
6.00pm Hansen Hall  
113 Tay Street 
$5 for Individuals and $10 for 
families

Sunday 25 March 
START THE DAY OFF WITH 
SOMETHING YOU LOVE! 
Don’t miss Meccaspresso’s  
delicious Biker’s Brekkie  
8.00am - 10.00am 


