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Gambling Harm Awareness 
event this weekend

A community event at Wachner Place this weekend promises plenty of  
family fun in the name of raising awareness of gambling harm.

Nga Kete Matauranga Pounamu Charitable Trust, the ILT Foundation,  
and Invercargill City Council have joined forces to offer the Gambling Harm  
Awareness event to encourage families to take time out from gambling and put time 
into whanau.

Council City Centre Co-ordinator Shru Shrivastava said there were plenty of activities 
planned, including storytelling, facepainting, free haircuts, arts and crafts, the Healthy 
Families play pods, and family entertainment.

“We’re very grateful to Healthy Families and the Invercargill Public Library for their help 
with the activities,” Shru said.

“We hope to share with Invercargill an event for families to come out on the day and 
spend time with their kids and grandkids and create beautiful memories.”

Nga Kete Health Promoter Eru Loach said the event was important because it would 
provide a space where whanau could spend time together and participate in some fun 
activities.

“Quality time is one of the best gifts tamariki and mokopuna can receive.”

ILT Foundation manager Lisa-Maree Fleck said the foundation was committed to 
providing safe, enjoyable gaming venues and minimising gambling harm.

The Gambling Harm Awareness event will be at Wachner Place on Saturday, 
September 7, from 10am-2pm.

PICTURED: Invercargill City Council  
City Centre Co-ordinator Shru 
Shrivastava, left, with ILT Foundation 
manager Lisa-Maree Fleck, centre, and 
Nga Kete Health Promoter Eru Loach.

Gambling Harm Awareness community EVENT
Wachner place 7 september 2019, 10am - 2pm

Free Haircuts  
for under 10 year olds

Storytelling

Games

sausage sizzle

FACEPAINTing
Family Entertainment
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BY MARY NAPPER 
Community Development Manager

Special project to highlight 
stormwater network

City kids’ work on 
way to sister city

NEW ZEALAND'S Conservation Week 
is celebrated this month between 14 and 
September 22.

As part of this, Environment Southland, 
University of Otago, Sunrise Rotary, and 
Invercargill City Council are planning 
an event at Queens Park on Saturday, 
September 21.

Aimed at celebrating Queens Park’s 
coastal connections, a project initiated 
by Sunrise Rotary will be implemented 
during the event, as dozens of plastic 
fish will be installed at stormwater drains 
throughout the park.

The fish installation project came about 
last year after the Sunrise Rotary Club 
invited ICC staff to speak with them 
about our stormwater network.

Following the meeting, a member of their 
water and sanitation Rotary action group 

approached us about their ambition to 
paint fish over all of the kerbside sumps 
in Invercargill.

The project has since been refined to 
install high quality 3D plastic moulded 
fish in an area of the city with a large 
amount of foot traffic – Queens Park.

We are installing 67 plastic fish 
throughout the park, with five different 
types of fish to be installed – Snapper, 
Trout, Kokopu, Eels and Dolphin.

This work aligns with other activities our 
team have been undertaking to increase 
awareness of what should – and 
shouldn’t go into the stormwater network, 
given it discharges to streams and rivers 
in the area.

The Conservation Week event at 
Queens Park is on September 21,  
from 10am-2pm.

TEN paintings created by Invercargill 
young people are on their way to Jiangsu 
province in China. 

This is the second year the Invercargill 
City Council has been invited to send 
paintings to China for the competition, in 
recognition of our Sister City friendship 
with Suqian. 

The competition’s theme for 2019 is 
“River of Friendship”. 

The entrants have explored the theme 
and produced work which portrays 
their ideas including Friendship Trees, 
Friendship Rivers and Friendship Gates. 

Celebrate Queens Park and 
its coastal connections
Come and see the Aquavan, currently touring the 
Oreti River catchment and get involved in fun and 
interactive activities around Queens Park.
Saturday 21 September, 11am-1pm, Queens Park band 
rotunda, Invercargill
Interact with live marine animals in mobile viewing tanks; celebrate the installation of new fish moulds 
beside Queens Park’s stormwater drains (an initiative between Rotary and ICC); learn about marine 
ecosystems through simple, fun experiences; chat with scientists; learn about New River Estuary, and 
play with the EnviroScape catchment model to see how activities on the land can affect rivers and 
coastal ecosystems.

All are welcome at this very special community event. 

For more information email education@es.govt.nz, phone 0800 76 88 45, or check out our Facebook page.

education@es.govt.nz      |      0800 76 88 45       |       waterstory.es.govt.nz       |       facebook.com/environment southland

During Conservation week, Sunrise Rotary and ICC have planned 
a special project to help draw attention to the importance of keeping 
our stormwater network clean. Council Stormwater Technical Officer 
MICHAEL SOLLITT explains:

PICTURED: A few of the artworks on 
their way to Suqian.
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Earlier this week, Environment Southland announced Invercargill had greatly 
improved on the number of exceedances of the National Environment Standards 
for Air Quality recorded this winter, compared to last.
ENVIRONMENT Southland’s air quality monitoring reached 
the end of winter on August 31, with just four exceedances of 
the National Environment Standards for Air Quality recorded for 
Invercargill, and one for Gore.

Environment Southland air quality scientist Owen West said a 
number of factors have contributed to the results, which are a 
significant improvement on 2018, when Invercargill recorded 13 
exceedances and Gore had two.

“We know we’ve had a milder winter this year and other 
conditions, such as more wind, have helped reduce the amount 
of pollution.

“We also hope that the changes those within the community 
are making are also having a real impact – burning dry wood, 
upgrading to cleaner heating sources and being more aware of 
how they operate their burners.

“Regardless of the reasons, the reduced exceedances and 

improved air quality are all positives for our community’s health 
and something we want to see continue.”

While home heating is the biggest contributor to poor air quality 
in Southland, it’s also an area where people can make the 
biggest difference.

The Regional Air Plan includes rules to help improve air quality. 
Open fires are now prohibited in the Invercargill and Gore 
airsheds, and non-compliant burners are being progressively 
phased out from 2019. Help is available for people within the 
Invercargill and Gore airsheds through the Clean Air Loans 
scheme to help them move to cleaner forms of heating.

The Invercargill City Council Building Services team has been 
very busy this year, processing applications for solid fuel 
heaters which are compliant, as residents replace their heating 
appliances which have been phased out under the Regional  
Air Plan.

Good results for  
winter air quality
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